
 

 
 
 

The Journey:  Italian Dream 
Duration:  11-days / 10-nights + 1-night air 
Destination:  ITALY – Rome, Naples, Pompeii, Florence & Venice  

 
 

       
 

“You may have the universe if I may have Italy.” 
- Giuseppe Verdi 

 
Start in Rome – the Eternal City!  For those who have a passion for culture and history, Rome will dazzle 
the senses.  Modern blends with ancient in these delicious streets represented by its feats of engineering, 
masterpieces of art, breathtaking architecture, awe-inspiring monuments and world class museums.  A 
visit to Rome will allow you to discover the many different historical layers which have built this beautiful 
city through the centuries - from the remains of the Roman Empire, through the Medieval and 
Renaissance periods, up to the modern-day architecture that dots the city.  Amazing historical sites, mind-
blowing art, and then there's the food. 
 
Next, explore fabulous locales such as Naples, Pompeii and Florence.  Each of these masterpiece cities 
takes you to new heights in discovering beautiful Italy.  From historical to culinary, make your way through 
incredible offers introducing you to stunning opportunities to learn why Italy is so incredible. 
 
Finally, wrap up in everyone’s favorite city – Venice.  From St Mark’s Square to the winding dark streets 
and canals, this city is simply amazing.  Like an artist’s palate, brush strokes through the varying 
topography.  From Murano to Marco Polo, this region showcases it all.  Cap it off with a private sommelier 
escorting you through the rolling vineyards to discover the great Prosecco wine houses and you’re set up 
for a truly magnificent trip! 



 

 

Day Evening

1

2 Free Time

Panoramic Rome by 

Night with Dinner

3

Time Elevator: The 

His tory of Rome

The Roman 

Catacombs Local  Dinner

4

Roman Pizza  Cooking 

Class

5 Local  Dinner

6 Transfer to Florence

7

8 Local  Dinner

9 Dinner on Own

10 Free Time

The Grand Canal  - 

Boat Tour

Dinner & Viva ldi  Four 

Seasons  Concert

11 Dinner on Own

12

Guided Tour - Vatican Museum, Sis tine Chapel , St. Peter's  Bas i l ica  & Castel  Sant'Angelo 

(Mausoleum of Hadrian)

Walking Tour - Naples  & the Underground Guided His torica l  Tour of Pompei i

Ancient Rome Walking Tour - the Col iseum, 

Roman Forum & Palentine Hi l l

Italian Dream - Rome, Naples, Pompeii, Florence & Venice

Travel  to Rome, Ita ly - overnight fl ight

Afternoon

Arrive Rome; transfer and check into hotel

Morning

Guided Tour - Baroque Rome

Florence for Foodies Transfer & Water Taxi  to Venice

Transfer to Venice International  Ai rport; return fl ight home

Dinner in the Chianti  Vineyards

Murano Glass  Factory Experience

Venice Street Food & Market - Guided Tour 

Prosecco Road - Winetasting Day Trip of Veneto with a  Sommel ier

Venice His torica l  Walking Tour 

Florence Accademia Gal lery Tour Free Time & Dinner On Own

 
 

 

          
 
Day 1 – Meals available during flight 

Most groups will depart with an overnight flight to Rome, Italy. 
 

Day 2 – Meals available during flight; dinner 

Arrive Rome today; transfer to your hotel.  Get checked in and acclimated to surroundings, have a bit of 
downtime to rest and relax, and then reconvene for a special welcome evening. 
 
Tonight, we’ll enjoy a night out in Italy's cosmopolitan capital with dinner and a sightseeing tour. Start 
your evening with a traditional Italian meal and a folk music performance.  Then, set out to view Rome's 
top sights and attractions - landmarks such as St. Peter's Square and Basilica, Circus Maximus and the 
Colosseum awash in illuminated light and stroll through the city's historic center, taking in Campo de 
Fiori—a popular night-time meeting place—and Bernini’s Fountain as you go. 
 

Day 3 – Breakfast & dinner included; lunch on own 

After breakfast, we’ll delve into Rome by starting with a unique historical review at Rome’s Time Elevator.  
Learn about ancient Rome with an experience that combines multimedia platforms to travel through time, 
from Romulus and Remus to Julius Caesar to the Renaissance.  A unique way to start your Rome trip taking 
you through 3,000 years of Roman history in just 45-minutes.  
 
Next, we’ll explore stunning, Ancient Rome with a guided walking tour to see the Roman ruins.  Sites 
include the Colosseum, the Roman Forum and more as you learn about the notorious gladiator 



 

competitions of old.  Finish with a visit to a Roman catacombs site to learn about the underground 
cemeteries used between the 2nd and 5th centuries. 
 

Day 4 – Breakfast & dinner included; lunch on own 
Today will be a special day as we visit Vatican City.  A city-state surrounded by Rome, Vatican City is the 
headquarters of the Roman Catholic Church and home to the Pope and a trove of iconic art and 
architecture.  Its Vatican Museums house ancient Roman sculptures such as the famed “Laocoön and His 
Sons” as well as Renaissance frescoes in the Raphael Rooms and the Sistine Chapel, famous for 
Michelangelo’s ceiling.  We’ll have a guided tour to explore the Vatican Museum, the Sistine Chapel and 
St. Peter’s Basilica, followed by a visit to Castel Sant’Angelo, also known as the Mausoleum of Hadrian. 
 
This evening, we’ll roll up our sleeves and learn how to dine like an Italian by making homemade pizza in 
an Italian cooking class. 
 

Day 5 – Breakfast included; lunch & dinner on own 
After breakfast, we’ll travel to Naples to spend the morning exploring.  Get to know one of Italy’s oldest 
cities as you discover the beauty, history, sights and culture of Naples while making stops at Cathedral 
and Treasure Chapel, the Royal Palace and Church of St Francesco di Paula, and taking in panoramic views 
from atop the Posillipo terrace. 
 
Next, we’ll explore the Underground, seeing the hidden world that lies underneath Naples' city streets.  
We’ll follow an expert through underground tunnels in the heart of Naples, some dating back 2,400 years.  
 
Finally, we’ll have the opportunity to visit incredible Pompeii, one of the most magnificent archaeological 
sites in the world.  With our guide, we’ll learn how the ancient Romans used to live in this town, 
subsequently buried by an eruption of Vesuvius almost 2000 years ago.  The ancient city of Pompeii is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site and since its rediscovery in 1748, captivated visitors from around the world.  
Today, you’ll find the results of an ongoing, three-century excavation of the city, including millennia-old 
streets, settlements, and other remnants of ancient Roman life. 
 

Day 6 – Breakfast & dinner included; lunch on own 
After checking out of the hotel, we’ll embark on our last Rome tour before traveling to Florence.  Today 
we’ll explore Baroque Rome.  The tour will start with one of Bernini masterpieces, the Trevi Fountain, 
followed by the Pantheon the Spanish Steps and finally, the Piazza Navona.   
 
In the afternoon, we’ll coach to Florence, Italy, approximately 3-hours.  After time to freshen up, we’ll 
have a special dinner this evening in the Chianti Vineyard! 
 
The Chianti region has lots to offer, from culinary traditions and good wine to history and stunning 
landscapes.  Experience it all this evening as we travel out to the Tuscan countryside.  You’ll be given your 
own wine glass to take with you as you visit different wineries in one of the region’s farm estates. Sip 
Chianti wine, learn about the region and its winemaking heritage, and even visit a historic chapel.  When 
your tastings are complete, you’ll head to a candlelit table, laid out under the stars, for dinner.  As music 
plays, feast on traditional dishes such as pappa al pomodoro (a tomato soup, thickened with bread) or the 
hearty Tuscan bean stew of ribollita.  Enjoy barbecued meat and vegetables, and sip on Chianti wine, of 
course.   
 

Day 7 – Breakfast included; lunch and dinner on own 
After breakfast, see Michelangelo’s 'David' on this 1-hour tour through the Accademia Gallery. 
Accompanied by an expert guide, visit this world-famous museum and learn about the impressive 



 

collection of artwork inside.  Witness Michelangelo’s masterpiece and hear about its fascinating history.  
You’ll also have the chance to check out the artist's unfinished 'Prigioni', as well as works by Renaissance 
greats like Lippi and Botticelli. 
 
After visiting the gallery, you’ll have the remainder of the day free to explore stunning Florence. 
 

Day 8 – Breakfast, lunchtime food tour & dinner included 
Taste your way through Florence today on a walking food tour led by a private gourmet guide; setting off 
by foot through the city’s winding medieval streets.  Visit the city’s best markets and cafés to sample 
traditional Tuscan products like extra virgin olive oil, aged balsamic vinegar, wine, truffles and ice cream.  
With all tastings included, it’s a delicious way to explore the city and learn to eat like a local.  Visit a local 
market and some of the city's best cafés and specialty shops.  Learn about the origins and time-honored 
production methods of the products and explore typical ingredients used in regional cooking.  Cap off 
your culinary adventure with a glass of sparkling Italian Prosecco and an aromatic truffle panini among 
the stylish avenues of the city’s fashion district.  
 
This afternoon, we’ll travel to Venice and then travel on by water taxi to our hotel.  We’ll have time to 
unwind and clean up and then meet for a Venetian dinner this evening. 
 

Day 9 – Breakfast & lunchtime food tour included; dinner on own 

Today we’ll get to know Venice with a morning walking tour to see all the great sites and learn about the 
legendary history of the city.   We’ll explore the two sides of Venice; start in St Mark's Square, the large 
piazza which is the heart of Venice and continue to explore the intricate, narrow and winding back streets 
of Venice, home to beautiful canals, churches and piazzas that enthrall visitors.  Visit the former home of 
Marco Polo, while there you will learn more about the famous explorer. 
 
In the afternoon, we’ll embark on a fabulous Street Food & Market Tour.  Taste your way through the 
canal city with this 2.5-hour street food tour of Venice. Walk through gorgeous squares, see impressive 
churches, and visit the bustling Rialto Market.  See Campo Santa Margherita, the Grand Canal, Basilica dei 
Frari, San Polo, and more. Savor Venetian specialties like cicchetti, buranelli, tramezzini, and tiramisu. 
 

Day 10 – Breakfast & dinner included; lunch on own 

This morning we’ll have free to sleep in and rest up before climbing aboard a boat to explore the Grand 
Canal.  Glide through the placid waters past palaces, churches, gardens and bridges as you make your 
way along the iconic waterway.   
 
In the afternoon, we’re off to Murano!  Get an inside peek into the world-famous glassblowing factories 
of Murano on a 2-hour escorted tour.  Meet your guide in central Venice, and ride a water bus across the 
Venetian Lagoon to the colorful island of Murano.  Visit Colleoni Glass Factory and view a private 
performance from an expert glass master with a glass blowing and sculpture demo.  Enjoy time to browse 
the factory showroom featuring finished works of art.  Finally, attend your choice of hands-on workshop 
to create a take-home piece of jewelry or mosaic using authentic Murano glass. 
 
Then, for a very special treat, after dinner we’ll reconvene for a burst of brilliant music!  Hear Antonio 
Vivaldi’s magnificent ‘Four Seasons’ performed by Venice’s acclaimed I Musici Veneziani. The 1.5-hour 
show will whisk you back to 18th-century Venice, with performers dressed in traditional Venetian 
costumes and a spectacular setting in the exclusive Salone Capitolare at the Scuola Grande di San Teodoro. 
 

 
  



 

Day 11 – Breakfast & lunch included; dinner on own 
Discover centuries-old methods of winemaking and sip authentic prosecco on this full-day tour of Italy’s 
Veneto region from Venice. Travel with a knowledgeable sommelier guide through ancient, rolling 
vineyards and visit two historic wineries to taste sparkling prosecco and tour the cellars. Savor regional, 
home-style cuisine with a 2-course lunch paired with wine at a trattoria, and enjoy personalized attention 
from your private guide. 
 

Day 12 – Breakfast included (dependent upon flight times and restaurant hours), other meals available during flight 
Today we’ll travel by water taxi to the Venice International Airport where we’ll catch our return flight 
home, taking memories away with us that will last forever.   
 
 

Trip Inclusions 
• Round-trip flights to/from Italy; inbound to Rome, outbound from Venice 

• Transfers between Rome and Naples, Rome and Florence, Florence and Venice 

• Group transportation for all included activities 

• 10-nights’ accommodation + 1-overnight air.  Overnight stays include 4-nights in Rome, 2-nights in 
Florence, and 4-nights in Venice 

• Tourist tax billed by hotels 

• Meals in destination - Breakfasts daily, 3 lunches, 7 dinners (does not include flight days) 

• All activities & excursions as shown in above itinerary 

• Travel insurance for each participant 
 

Not Included 
• Airport transfers in your home city 

• Airline baggage fees; please pay direct at airport during flight check-in 

• Meals prior to arrival in Rome or after departure from Venice, or not shown as ‘included’ above 

• Gratuities at hotels and restaurants, gratuities for guides 

• Cost of passport & visa fees 

• Cost of inoculations or medication required for travel 

• Hotel incidental bills – internet services, spa services, purchases billed to room, etc 

• Food, beverages, sightseeing and transportation not shown as included above 

• Personal expenditures 

• Baggage handling in destination 
 

Important Notes 
• Dependent upon your international airline, meals may be included in costs or at additional cost during 

flight.  We will notify you of the specific inclusions once your ticketing has been completed. 

• All guests are quoted on double occupancy in the hotel property.  If single occupancy is required, 
please understand that a supplemental fee will be required.   

• Should the numbers in your group change, please contact us directly for potential cost revisions. 

• A ‘Release of Liability’ waiver is required from all participants, including those organizing the trip, prior 
to travel.  Additionally, local suppliers may also have select waivers which require signature.   

• Each person registering is supplied with a basic travel insurance policy that meets minimum standards.  
If you wish to expand your coverage, you may wish to add a private, supplemental policy. 

• Due to fluctuation in air rates, please understand that the initial quote issued is based on a credible 
assumption, however it may vary at the actual time of booking.  Flights will be reserved once first 
deposits have been received and are generally available approximately 11-months prior to departure.  



 

If at that time flight rates exceed the assumption and it increases the cost of the trip, the 
organizational lead will have an option to decline the booking at no penalty to your group.   

• Each guest should be prepared to present a credit card at check-in for security deposit holds and in-
room charging. 

• If traveling internationally, each guest should ensure they are aware of passport and Visa 
requirements.   

 


